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she delivered the casket to me, and went along with
me. As soon as it was morning, we reached the sea-
side, and embarking on a skiff we went on board the
vessel; this faithful dog also went with me. When it
was broad daylight, we weighed anchor and set sail.
We were sailing along in perfect security, when the
report of a cannon was heard from one of the ports.
All [on board] were surprised and alarmed; the ship
was anchored, and a consultation was held among us
[to know] if the governor of the port intended some foul
play, and what could be the cause of the firing of cannon.

" It happened, that all the merchants had some
handsome female slaves [on board], and for fear lest
the governor of the port might seize them, they locked
them up in chests. I did so likewise, and having shut
up my princess in my chest, I locked it. In the
meanwhile, the governor and his suite appeared on
board a swift sailing vessel, and constantly nearing us,
he came and boarded our ship. Perhaps the. cause of
his coming to us was this : that when the news of the
nurse's death and the princess's disappearance became
known to the king, in consequence of his being ashamed
to mention the [princess's] name, he sent orders to the
governor of the port, saying, * I have heard that the
Persian merchants have very handsome slaves with
them, and as I wish to buy some for the princess, you
will stop them, and send all the slaves that may be in
the vessel to the royal presence. On seeing them, I
will pay the full value for such as may be approved of,
and the remainder shall be returned/

" According to the king's orders, the governor of
the port came himself on board our vessel for this